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https://collectionsasdata.github.io

What is ‘Collections as 
Data’?

https://collectionsasdata.github.io


Providing access to the underlying files  of digitised cultural 
heritage resources to facilitate data analysis by means of 
tools and methods developed in the field of digital 
humanities

Data-level access



Facilitating data-level access 
to KBR’s digitised and 
born-digital collections for 
digital humanities research

https://www.kbr.be/en/projects/data-kbr-be/

Introducing the 
DATA-KBR-BE project

https://www.kbr.be/en/projects/data-kbr-be/


From Collections to Data



https://www.kbr.be/en/projects/
digital-research-lab/

Interdisciplinary 
Research Scenarios

https://www.kbr.be/en/projects/digital-research-lab/
https://www.kbr.be/en/projects/digital-research-lab/


Discipline: Social history
Period: interbellum & WWI
Topics: tracing the 
dynamics of contention, 
strikes,  demonstrations and 
other forms of collective 
action in Belgium 

1) Collective Action Belgium



Discipline: Literature
Period: 1830 - 1930
Topics: mapping the publication 
of literature in Belgian newspapers 
across the first century of the 
Belgian nation state 

2) Feuilleton in Belgium



Discipline: Media History
Period: 1830-1970
Topics: 1) a database of 
Belgian journalists 
2) the history of Belgian 
journalism through the 
lens of critical discourses 
in Belgian newspapers

3) History of Journalism 
 in Belgium



Candela, G., Sáez, M. D., Escobar Esteban, Mp., & Marco-Such, M. (2020). Reusing 
digital collections from GLAM institutions. Journal of Information Science: 
https://doi.org/10.1177/0165551520950246  & http://rua.ua.es/dspace/handle/10045/109460 

Digital 
collection

Identification

Copyright?
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Towards a ‘Collections as Data’
workflow

https://doi.org/10.1177/0165551520950246
http://rua.ua.es/dspace/handle/10045/109460
https://doi.org/10.1177/0165551520950246


Discipline: Social history
Period: interbellum & WWI
Topics: tracing the 
dynamics of contention, 
strikes,  demonstrations and 
other forms of collective 
action in Belgium 

1) Collective Action Belgium



General Strikes in Belgium 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/General_strikes_in_Belgium

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/General_strikes_in_Belgium


Which newspapers are
 digitised? 



Importance of historical context 

https://opac.kbr.be/LIBRARY/doc/SYRACUSE/15981364

https://opac.kbr.be/LIBRARY/doc/SYRACUSE/15981364


KBR’s ‘Data Send Service’  



Document Layout Analysis
using Belgica Press 

Dilawar Ali & Steven Verstockt, IDLab, UGent

Data Science



Dilawar Ali, Kenzo Milleville, Alec Van de Broeck &
Steven Verstockt, IDLab, UGent

Data Science



Discipline: Literature
Period: 1830 - 1930
Topics: mapping the publication 
of literature in Belgian newspapers 
across the first century of the 
Belgian nation state 

Corpus Building with 
Artificial Intelligence  

Feuilleton in Belgium 

Wout Dillen, University of Antwerp/Borås



Feuilletons: a combination of distinct visual and 
textual features

● Regularly appeared in the bottom third of the page
● Often extended the full breadth of the page and 

appeared on the front or the second page
● Distinctive titles, ended with words such as ‘to be 

continued’ (Wordt voortgezet), Number of the serial 
part was often mentioned (e.g.  5e vervolg)

Next Steps: To train a model to identify and extract the 
Feuilletons into a corpus.

●

Feuilleton in Belgium   



Data Science

https://tw06v072.ugent.be/kbr/

Dilawar Ali, Kenzo Milleville, Alec Van de Broeck &
Steven Verstockt, IDLab, UGent



Interdisciplinary workflows

Oberbichler, S. et al. (2021) Integrated interdisciplinary workflows 
for research on historical newspapers: Perspectives from 
humanities scholars, computer scientists, and librarians. JASIST, 
August 2021. https://doi.org/10.1002/asi.24565 

https://doi.org/10.1002/asi.24565


DATA-KBR-BE
https://www.kbr.be/en/projects/data-kbr-be

● Frédéric Lemmers (Frederic.Lemmers@kbr.be)
● Sally Chambers (Sally.Chambers@kbr.be)

Thank you! 
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